


Our mission is to lead, grow, give and remember.

Young Farmers Listen, Lead, Laugh

More couples than ever attended the 2010 Co-Alliance
Young Farmer Workshop, and the focus of this year’s event
was on learning new strategies, expressing ideas and net-
working with each other.

The group gathered at the Indianapolis Hyatt on January
15-16, as special guests of their co-op. For three consecutive
years, it has been a highlight for the senior management at
Co-Alliance to visit with these key customers who represent
our collective future in agriculture.

Growers Steve and Angie May (pictured above) were first-
timers who traveled from their operation in Camden. The
couple participated in presentations from Indiana farmer Kip
Tom, and CountryMark CEO Charlie Smith, as well as a tour
of the Dow Research Facility and breakouts hosted by Co-
Alliance staff. “We especially appreciated the safety and risk
management breakout information,” said Angie.

Grower Mike Emens, who does business at both the Co-
Alliance Michigantown and Flora facilities says that he relies
on Co-Alliance first and foremost for their expertise.

“| appreciate that the management team is here, interested
in listening,” he said of Young Farmer. “This company has
some top-notch people.”

Part of the objective of this annual event is to keep the
lines of communication open and active between the
company’s top leadership and local couples. Opinions were
shared honestly, and Co-Alliance team members took notes.
Grower Jeremy Mills summed up his expectations well: To
earn his business, Co-Alliance must “stay competitive and
be able to serve larger operations in a very timely manner.
They also must adopt the latest technologies rapidly.”

The leaders and directors at Co-Alliance were honored to
host another Young Farmer event. And you can bet they were
listening to growers like Jeremy very closely.
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Daryl Janowiak of Niles,
Michigan, joined Josh
Lawrence, of Knox.

Young grower Alan
Dunn, of Michigantown,
visited one-on-one with
Director Greg Gore.

Ryan and Rachel Wilson, of Bainbridge react to suggestions
made by a succession planning expert. The Wilsons have at-
tended previous Young Farmer events, and were joined by Ryan’s
brother and fellow farmer, Andy (pictured on the right).



